
•
u s .S. PRINCETO N lC VL231

LOSS IN ACTION

BATT LE FOR LEYTE G U L F

24 OC T O B E R 1944

- -- ~-- --- - ----~----- ---
--~-_._---._-------
---'--'-'~---~--

-
--.--­_.---

- --



- .

1. Black smoke emerging from bomb hole in flight deck.
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2. PRINCETON ab out two minutes alter bomb hit. Note smoke,
on the port s ide which was drawn into the engineer ing spaces
through the ventilation supply intakes .



3. PRINCET ON at about 0953 . F i r e r aging aft . ShIp has t urned
to put wInd 45 degrees on port bow. Smoke appears to be
blowing c lear of the venUlation supply Intakes on the port stde.

4. Flight deck s moking before fi rst major exptoston in hangar .



5. First major explosion in hangar at 1002.

6. Gene r al view of for ward damage fr om explos ions in hangar.
Note beam on fligh t deck crane, inclined for war d elevat or plat­
for m , hole blown in flight deck and panels blown out on the port
s ide of the hangar .



7. e rose-up view of hole in night deck between rramee 68 and 80.
Note transve rse be nts s tili Intact but bowed. upward .

8 . View or damag e to hangar deck: seen through blown- out side or
hangar. Note c r umpled. area or hangar deck: centered. at ab out
fr ame 78.



9. View of damage to port sree of hangar between frames 74. ancl 86.
Note simIlar damage to starboard stde of hangar.

10. View of damage t o after enc:l of fl ight deck as a r es ult of explosions
In hangar. Note overturned elevator platform,



11. View of after port side of PRINCETON. Note hangar r cner
curtaina demolished, panel between fr ames 110 and 113 blown
out and hole In panel between frames 115 and 118.

12. Close-up view of port s ide showing hangar r oller curtain opening
between frames 107 and 110 and blown-out panel betweeo frames
110 and 113. Note sl:nUar damage t o starboard s ide. One of the
two a lrplaoe engines not consumed by the !Ir"e or de molished by
the explos ions In the hanga r can be seen.



13. Hole blown In hangar deck at about fr ame 114. GWl sponson was
damaged by s hips alongs ide .
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14. Smoke from det onation of bombs stowed In torpedo stowage.
BJRMIl>{GHAM vis ible at left edge of s moke.
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15. PRINCET ON after detonaUon of bombs 1n torpedo stowage.

16. Ex plosion of forwa r d bomb magazines initiated by torpedo hit s .
PRINCET ON had sunk by t he time smoke cleared .
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Photo # XO-( j·270357 USS Birmingham lighting fires on USS Princeton. 24 Uct. 1944
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Photo # Ni l 9565 1 l JSS Princeton off'Scaulc. Jan. 19·U
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